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Germinating mistletoe:
Phase 1 (non parasitic)
Feb 2007.The seed has
extended green shoots
which bend towards
the host, then flatten
to form sucker-shaped
holdfast.
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Below: Downe Bank

Then 4, 8, 16 leaves till you have a
mature plant bearing flowers.

Below: On lime, Down
House Feb 2007

Two leaves

develop Once the holdfast is established

the parasitic phase begins. The
seedling begins to penetrate the
host tissue stimulating the growth
of a ‘haustorium’- the tissue
which connects the mistletoe

with its host.




