Habitat Action Plan 3rd Edition BBAP 2006-9

WOODLAND

 “The first period of vegetation, and the banks are clothes with pale blue violets to an extent I have never seen equalled and with primroses a few days later some of the copses were brilliantly enlivened by wood anemones and white Stellaria.  Again subsequently, large areas were brilliantly blue with bluebells.” (Charles Darwin).

Woodlands are an important element in the natural environment of the Borough. They provide opportunities for recreation, are a valued component of the landscape, an essential habitat for wildlife, provide employment, contribute to the supply of timber and are an effective means of absorbing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.  Much woodland is identified as being ‘ancient woodland’ (that which has been in existence since at least 1600); they are described as `semi-natural’ because the woodlands have received past management.   They  represent the most important woodland habitats for wildlife, sometimes containing species of national rarity. The majority of woods are comprised of broad‑leaved species, although some coniferous plantations exist. The Great Storm of 1987 had a widespread impact on trees and woodlands throughout the Borough; it also brought many benefits, including a profusion of deadwood habitat. Public attention has rarely been directed towards trees and woodlands as much as it has since then.

VISION: To sympathetically manage all ancient semi-natural woodlands, over one tird of London’s totatl, and to care for species important to Bromley, including wood anemone, dormouse and fungi.  We want to promote people’s love of woodlands.

AIMS:

· To protect woodlands and trees which are of landscape, wildlife and historic interest.

· To encourage the conservation and sympathetic manage​ment of the Borough’s woodlands, and where possible increase their sustainable economic use.

· To encourage the planting of trees and the establishment of new woodlands in appropriate locations. 

· To promote a greater interest and enjoyment of woodlands by the public.

1.
Current Status

1.1 Area & Distribution

No lower limit has been suggested on how small a `wood’ can be; the Woodland Grant Scheme, run by the Forestry Authority, sets its lower limit for grant applications at 0.25ha.  The LBP highlights that a few trees can be considered a wood in inner London Boroughs.  

Britain is one of the least wooded countries within Europe; approximately 7% of the UK’s land cover is woodland.  Ancient semi-natural broad-leaved and yew woodland, only covers about 1% of the land surface of Britain.  Broadleaves, mixed and yew woodland is estimated at covering 7300ha or 4.5% of Greater London and may include ancient semi-natural woodland, new plantations, carr, secondary woodland and mature scrub (estimated as covering an additional 3.7%).  The range of vegetation found in London’s woodland is most largely naturally influenced by climate. They cannot all be easily placed under National Vegetation Classification descriptions.  However, seven key types of woodland and scrub types are identified in the LBP (2000).  Bromley is fortunate in containing around one third of London’s ancient woodlands. Nearly a quarter of Bromley’s Green Belt is wooded. 

Many of Bromley’s woodlands have ancient origins, being remnants of old landscapes. Other woodlands were created or adapted to satisfy the formal landscaping desired by large estates or houses on the outskirts of London (eg.High Elms). These are often characterised by large ornamental trees such as Cedars or Planes.  Some commercial coniferous plantations exist and these mostly date from just after the First World War although some are more recent (eg.Ruxley Woods). These conifers often replaced broadleaved woodland and the woodland floor and banks can retain the original ground flora, which can sometimes recover when the conifers are felled. 

Coppiced woodlands are common in the area and provide many opportunities for wildlife, but some remain neglected.  Up until the 20th Century, they were some of the most productive of Bromley’s broad‑leaved woodland, where coppice stools were cut on a regular rotation (usually 10-15 years) to provide long straight poles. Commonly the coppiced trees were sweet chestnut or hazel but may also include ash, hornbeam, alder, beech and oak. The long poles were used for a variety of purposes; in the case of sweet chestnut, hop poles were an important market. There are many examples of coppiced woodland, including Spring Park and Well Wood. 

In the north of the Borough are woodlands containing pollarded hornbeam trees, that may well have been regularly harvested to provide fuel logs for London homes. Many of these woods now require management to retain their fine pollarded trees. The pollarding of trees is a traditional method of management, which comprises the regular cutting of the branches back to the trunk of the tree, and at a height of about 2.5m above ground level. This was usually done on a regular cycle of about 15 years.

The estimated total of wet woodland in the UK is 70,000ha.  In Bromley, narrow strips of wet woodland or `carr’ exist mainly along riversides retaining  semi-natural features. At Ruxley Lakes, willow and alder form the key components of this woodland-type, as soil remains waterlogged for much of the year. 

1.2 
Trends

`Wildwood’ covered Britain after the Ice Age. Climate change and human interference has developed the wooded landscape we see today. Undoubtedly there has been significant, accelerated loss in recent centuries.    Woodland, however,  continues to develop.  The 1987 Great Storm had a significant impact in the locality on woodland trees; management on privately-owned woodland sites was promoted by the Countryside Management Service.  New woodland grows up alongside railways; trees regenerate on cleared land  (through natural succession); areas of chalk grassland have become scrubbed over since the last World War. These emerging new `secondary’ woodlands are often dominated by ash and maple (including Norway maple and sycamore). They now make a significant impact upon the Borough’s landscape. In other areas, where acidic soils on sands and gravels dominate, the secondary woodland comprises birch and oak. Climate change is likely to bring about a shift in the species composition of woodland and put some species in isolated woodland at particular risk. Demand for planting of community woodlands is also on the increase, and will, to some extent, help to build vital connections.  The designation of 3700ha of woodland as Sites of Metropolitan Importance in London, indicates the high wildlife value and regard in which woodland is held.  

Demand for woodland products has always had a major influence on the nature and management of woodland.   During the Second World War many of the woodlands on the Downs were systematically worked for any usable timber. This was harvested by the forestry equivalent of the Land Army. Many woodlands still bear the `scars’ of this work, which was often guided by the emergency of the time, rather than with thought for the future.  It is important that after the timber has been grown and harvested, a market exists for the product. Many of the traditional markets for timber have or are currently disappearing. Fall in timber price has reduced the economic viability of most forest enterprises.  This has an impact on the funding of management activity for biodiversity or other non-market benefits.  `New’ products and outlets must be developed where timber continues to provide a secondary income. 

Whilst production has changed, there is still a demand for wood eg. firewood, signposts.   Bromley-grown timber is used for Council-run projects within the Borough.  Trees harvested from Bromley’s woodlands provide some good quality timber, which tends to go to local sawmills.  The majority of timber from the Borough is hardwood, although some of the coniferous plantations are now producing crops of softwood.  Unexpected discoveries, such as shrapnel in trees adjacent to Biggin Hill airfield, have made them unsuitable for the sawmill. 

There remains a need for woodland owners to think about and plan for woodland in the long-term. The predominance of older age classes, which are susceptible to drought and storm damage (eg. beech), is an issue for many woodlands; to rectify these there is a trend towards relying on natural regeneration rather than tree planting.  A number of tree species are beginning to show signs of disease, including ash, oak and alder.  Hot summers are also affecting the longevity of some trees.        

The England Forestry Strategy (1999) has key programmes set out.  The Forestry Commission support for the sustainable management of existing woodland in England subsequently underwent a review and published its response to the recommendations of the Review Steering Group in October 2002.Grant schemes provide the mechanisms for delivering the targets which have landscape-scale benefits and which support health and flood management, contributing to quality of life.  Based on the take-up of grant schemes, half the area of woodland in England is currently under active management.   A review of grants was undertaken during 2004-5.  The English Woodland Grant Scheme (EWGS) includes the Woodland Planning Grant, Assessment Grant, Regeneration Grant, Creation Grant, Woodland Improvement Grant and Woodland Management Grant.  The aims of the EWGA are to sustain and increase the public benefits given by existing woodlands; to help create new woodlands to deliver additional public benefit.  Regional approaches have also been developed as a new approach and described in Prospectuses. 

It could be argued that woodlands are better protected than a number of other habitats, through felling licences and  the planning system.  However, secondary woodland remains the most susceptible to loss.   The natural and cultural heritage associated with woodlands means that their loss generates significant interest from people. Their popularity is evident where trees or woodland are perceived to be threatened, even when sympathetic conservation management is taking place.

Tree planting has caused harm to some areas of nature conservation, as trees can shade out other valuable plant communities.  New woodland planting should therefore be  encouraged only after sufficient information is available about existing plant communities.  The undergrowth in some woodland is being smothered by introduced species such as rhododendron and laurel.  This shades out native flora and prevents regeneration of woodland trees.

Woodlands are popular for walking, playing and educational purposes.  There is therefore some risk of erosion, compaction, and damage to vegetation and disturbance to wildlife.  Whilst permitting access,  measures are taken by a number of woodland owners to contain damage.  Other damage which occurs includes overgrazing and eutrophication from agricultural activities on adjoining land.

Sightings of deer have increased in Bromley since the early 1990s.  Though deer grazing helps with glade management, a significant increase in numbers may have an affect on woodland regeneration.  Rabbit grazing affects coppice regrowth and ground flora in some areas.  Squirrels’ stripping of bark on established trees can cause their early demise.

The recognised importance of habitat mosaics and tree species diversity in woodland has led to additional planting and  management which takes this into account. Woodland commons, pasture and parkland, most common in southern Britain, traditionally comprises of a matrix of grassland and woodland  flora; the extent of this resource is uncertain but there is likely to be  current loss or degradation (Strategy 2001).  

Traditional management practices such as coppicing, are often sympathetic to wildlife.  The impact of management should be assessed by means of regular site surveys, however in most cases general management principles guides the appropriateness of operations for biodiversity.

A large number of old pollards and coppice stools occur in Bromley’s woodlands.  Though individual trees are impressive, they are also vulnerable due to lack of management. Sensitive  management techniques must be adopted.  Deadwood and its possible implications for public safety have led to an enthusiasm for clearance in the past.  In more recent years, its importance for invertebrates, bats and birds has been recognised and more sensitive treatment of aging trees has been taken. 

Elm loss has caused structural and species change in woodland.  New diseases threaten oak and ash.  In time, there may be a decline in alder trees through the spread of a fungal disease, which first became apparent in Kent in the 1990s.

Wet woodland has a dense structure with fallen trees, difficult ground conditions and biting insects and therefore is more difficult for the public  to enjoy. The clearance of river embankments and the loss of natural landform have led to a reduction in the abundance of carr (wet woodland).  The species composition of carr communities is dependant on high humidity  and high water levels. They are threatened by changes in water regime, succession to drier habitat, poor water quality, including toxic water pollutants, and traditional clearance of ponds to prevent succession.

English Nature published ‘Long-term Ecological Change in British Woodland 1971-2001’ during 2005, including a resurvey of 103 woods to help identify drivers of change.  Climate change and eutrophication were just two of the factors identified.

2
Current factors affecting the habitat

a) Fragmentation of woodland, leaving isolated remnants.

b) Inappropriate management.

c) Loss of woodland to development or conversion of wood and scrub to other land uses. 

d) Replacement with non-native trees. 

e) Invasion of non-native species (eg. rhododendron, sycamore, Norway maple)

f) Illegal picking of fungi and flora.

g) Effects of climate change.

g) Tree diseases

h) Grazing and browsing damage ( eg. squirrels) including encroachment of livestock.

i) Dumping, vandalism and arson

j) Planting in the wrong place (eg. unsuitable soil conditions, detraction from nature conservation value).

k) Desire for more trees and new woodland planting.

l) Loss of deadwood through felling and `tidying-up’

m) Lack of money, resources and desire to manage woodlands.

n) Sympathetic recreational opportunities.  

o) Pollution from traffic, industry, agricultural chemicals affecting ground flora and epiphytes.

3        Current Action

3.1
Protection

Several woods are of particularly high wildlife interest and designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest by English Nature (eg. High Elms, Crofton Woods).  Many others are designated as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (eg. New Years Wood) or Local Nature Reserves (eg. Scadbury Park). 

Many woodlands are covered by Tree Preservation Orders.  Felling licence regulations provide the Forestry Commission with some control.

Numerous specific policies relating to trees exist in the UDP.

3.2 
Management

Forestry Practice Guidelines (Forestry Authority) for the management of Lowland Beech-Ash, Lowland Mixed Broadleaved and Wet Woodland were published in the mid-1990s.  The England Biodiversity Strategy for Woodland and Forestry (October 2001)  sets out detailed objectives for woodlands in England.  Eight native woodland HAPs, covering 350, 000ha, are part of the UK BAP.  A Woodland Working Group contributes to the London Biodiversity Partnership.

The London Borough of Bromley produced Woodland and Indicative Forestry Strategy, ‘Bromley’s Woodland Future’ in 1994. The strategy provides the basic framework for the protection, conservation and management of the Borough’s trees and woodlands, it also seeks to raise public awareness and encourage new planting. A review of the document will be undertaken during the 3rd Edition BBAP.

The majority of woodlands in the Borough are privately owned. Few are managed purely for their commercial value. Most are managed on an estate woodland basis, although some are small farm woodlands.   Reasons for management vary and include pheasant rearing.  The Countryside Management Service gives advice and assistance to private landowners, also promoting grants. Since the introduction of the BBAP, it has managed or given advice on around 40ha of privately-owned woodland.  Often wood derived from management is used by the landowner or by the CMS for habitat management on other sites.  A `portable’ charcoal-burner is used on woodland sites to make use of off-cuts of timber.  Deadwood or brash habitat piles’  are created on site following woodland management.

Bromley Council owns around 450ha of publicly accessible woodland, which are managed with nature conservation and amenity use as the main priorities (eg.Padmall Wood, Scadbury Park, Hayes and Keston Commons, High Elms Estate). A number of new woodland areas have been established, including  Elmfield and Lilly’s Wood.  A number of Friends groups, including those set up under the Wildspace! Project, involves local communities in woodland management.

Trampling, eutrophication and clearance of shrub to improve sightline have some  affect on a number of woodlands.  A number of woodlands are publicly accessible (eg. Well Wood), though often users are encouraged to remain on established paths. The majority of private woodlands are not accessible except along Rights of Way, though there are some exceptions, including Blackbush Shaw and sites with limited access (eg. scout and guide camps).  Campaigns can help to secure new woodlands for the public, including Blackbush Shaw by the Woodland Trust, and supported by the CMS. 

Woodlands feature regularly in walks, talks and events run by the Council.Events & fairs in the Borough often incorporate demonstrations of traditional timber products.  Timber sales are also held at High Elms Country Park.   Standards for sustainable forestry is promoted by the Forestry Commission.  The planting of trees of local provenance (based on devised regions) is encouraged.

Bat , dormouse, butterfly and bird surveys (eg. Hoblingwell Wood 30 year survey)  in woodlands are helping us find out more about the value of local woodlands.  Artificial boxes have been erected to support populations (eg. Chislehurst Common).  

The London Biodiversity Partnership are working towards the Capital Woodlands HLF funded project to promote flagship sites across London demonstrating good practice (eg. Scadbury Park), and the development of pan-London initiatives (eg. coordination of training opportunities and activities).  A Trees & Woodland Framework for London was published by the GLA in 2005.  This will help foster further collaborative effort across London to meet issues raised.
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Key Species (not exclusive)
Flagship Species:

All ancient woodland indicator plants (eg.bluebell, opposite leaved golden saxifrage, wood sorrel, moschatel, goldilocks, wood anemone), common dormouse, fungi, invertebrates, bats, ancient trees, pedunculate oak, sessile oak, beech, ash, hazel, field maple, alder, small-leaved lime, wild service tree, hornbeam, epiphytes (mosses, liverworts and lichens), deadwood, badgers, stag beetle, green woodpecker, greater spotted woodpecker, lesser spotted woodpecker, tree creeper, nuthatch, song thrush, bullfinch, turtle dove, spotted flycatcher, marsh tit, willow tit, tawny owl, butterflies (eg. speckled wood), yellow birds nest orchid, early purple orchid, yellow-necked mouse, speckled wood butterfly.

Negative Indicators:

Sycamore, Norway maple, Japanese knotweed, rhododendron, cherry laurel, spotted laurel.

5  Proposed Specific Action

	Actions
	Targets

	Woodland Policy & Strategy

	1 Support actions of the UK BAP, England Biodiversity Strategy for Woodlands and Forestry and the London BAP as well as London Trees and Woodlands Framework.

2 Ensure important woodlands of significant amenity value over 1Ha are protected under TPOs

3 Promote Bromley’s Woodland (Indicative Forestry) Strategy 

4 Promote use and purchase of timber certified as originating from a sustainable source, where possible, within the Council.

5 Seek opportunities for woodland surveys, planting, enhancement, acquisition and access within the planning process.

6 Attend and contribute towards the work of the Woodland Working Group (LBP).

7 Ensure continued input into London Tree Officers Association.     

8 Hold meetings of the Woodland & Ancient Tree Working Group.                                                                                                                                                           
	 1a Ongoing

 1b Contribute to and support the ‘Capital   Woodlands’ HLF bid and implement pan-London and demonstration site elements of the project, if successful.

2a Ongoing on case by case basis. 

3a Ongoing.

3b Update by 2008; identify specific opportunities for linking existing woodland areas through new planting and set targets to supplement Strategy.

3c. Publicise via Bromley Knowledge website,   encouraging woodland management and the establishment of woodland, via articles(at least once by 2009) and workshops (at least one by 2009).

4a Promote local code of practice and seek use of local timber in contracts; ongoing.

5a Ongoing.

6a Ongoing; share information and build on existing expertise and implement action.

7a Ongoing.

8a Ongoing

	Woodland Management & Creation

	9 Produce management plans for all council-owned woodlands

10 Produce management plans for privately owned, ancient, semi-natural woodlands.

11 Actively coppice woodland on private or Council-owned land.

12 Promote sustainable use of site-derived timber, especially on Council-owned land. 

13 Introduce protective measures where  significant grazing or browsing occurs.

14 Promote natural regeneration of ancient semi-natural woodlands through appropriate management; plant native trees if necessary, using local provenance tree nurseries.

15 Ensure deadwood is adequately represented in woodland management plans.

16 Create new woodlands in accordance with the Indicative Forestry Strategy and planting guidance.

17 Fell inappropriate conifers in ancient woodland sites, subject to appropriate consents, in order to diversify and restructure plantations.

18 Consider ancient trees as part of woodland management plans

19 Provide buffer zones for woodland from damaging effects on adjacent management compartment or land owned by others. 
	9a Woodland management plans on council-owned land to be reviewed by 2009.

9b Devise management plans for all sites in the proposed WHS; ongoing, by 2009.

10a Ongoing; at least 3 management plans by 2009, with particular focus on SMIs.

11a According to management plans; 2 hectares by 2009.

12a Ongoing; every management plan to mention use of timber.

 13b Produce a guidance note by 2007 and promote via Bromley Knowledge.

14a Natural regeneration to be considered first in all management plans before planting is considered; ongoing.

14b Develop a  tree nursery at Scadbury, to nurture collected seeds and young seedlings, for planting at Scadbury and other sites (eg. schools, allotments).

15a Ongoing for dead/dying trees and non-standing deadwood, with special consideration given to creating stag beetle loggeries (Link to Stag Beetle SAP) and bat roosts (Link to Bat SAP).

15b Provide general guidance on Bromley Knowledge, balancing health& safety with wildlife value.

16a 2 ha of new trees planted by 2009

17a Ongoing as part of management plans; initiate management in at least one ancient woodland with conifers  by 2009.

18a See `Ancient Trees’ SAP.

19a Ongoing.

19b Promote and maintain  headlands etc. on farmland; target at least 3 areas alongside Council-owned woodland by 2009. 

	Woodland Advisory

	20 Provide the public with a webpage to increase awareness of Bromley’s woodlands, their management and the activities with which they can become involved.

21 Promote the England Woodland Grant Scheme to all private owners with woodland by 2009.

22 Ensure that woodland managers have sufficient information on good practice management and tree-planting for the woodland habitat and its species.

23 Direct landowners to advice on production, use and local marketing of woodland products and sustainable timber; support efforts to increase the sustainable, economic use of woodland in London.  

24 Maintain and promote an accessible database of relevant woodland experience

25 Raise awareness of grant availability for the establishment of new woodlands and woodland management.

26 Organise open/demonstration days to promote actions undertaken on Council-owned land or privately-owned land to other woodland owners.


	20a Ongoing; update as appropriate.

20b Promote via ‘Capital Woodlands’

21a Through workshop (at least one by 2009, linking with Farmland HAP)

21b Ongoing through mail outs, articles and Bromley Knowledge.

22a Ongoing on-site advice to private-landowners.

22b Contact all SINC & ancient semi-natural woodland owners to promote information on Bromley Knowledge. (eg. recognition of potential bat roosts when tree work undertaken, link to Bat SAP).

22c Target privately-owned sites in WHS and all SMIs by 2009 to provide advice, support and inspiration. 

22d Organise at least one workshop by 2009 (Link with Farmland HAP). 

22c Promote guidance on  appropriate management for species and species groups with specialist requirements via Bromley Knowledge; ongoing.

23a Promote initiatives such as Woodlots/Woodnet through Bromley Knowledge.

23b Through work of Framework and LBP Working Group (promoting locally through Bromley Knowledge) including possibilities for   timber stations in London.

23c Encourage marketing locally to those interested in woodcrafts or for use in management (eg. Hedgelaying, fencing); ongoing.  

24a Ongoing; guide managers to appropriate information through work of LBP Working Group and Framework for London (promoting locally through Bromley Knowledge).

25a Promote through Bromley Knowledge and workshops and on-site advice to private landowners;

26a Through efforts of Working Group (LBP) and Forestry Authority. 

26b Promote Scadbury Park as a demonstration woodland.



	Woodland Research & Monitoring

	27 Undertake NVC surveys of ancient semi-natural woodlands.

28 Monitor important woodland species identified locally and under the UK & London BAPs.

29 Create and monitor glades where relevant, as part of management plans. 

30 Maintain awareness of the impact of damage by `pests’, and extent of diseased trees and invasive species.

31 Implement standard methodology, to be devised by the Forestry Commission, for assessing condition, stand, and age structure and tree survivorship.

32 Identify buffer zones for SINC and other woodland. 

33 Promote recording of bird species and detailed survey work.of birds within woodlands.  


	27a Complete NVC survey of Scadbury by 2008.

27b Through GLA survey of targeted SINC sites by 2009.

28a  Survey woodlands for dormice (See Dormouse SAP targets)

28b Survey for woodland butterflies (See Butterfly SAP targets) 

28c Undertake Woodland Bird Index in at least two woodlands by 2009.

28d Establish system for promoting woodland birds seen in High Elms Country Park by end of 2006; consider setting up at other sites (eg. Well Wood) by 2009.

28e Draw up list of other species that may be important to monitor locally and implement as part of relevant management plans (eg. early purple orchids).

29a Ongoing

29b Continue management of glades and rides along butterfly transect route; 

29c Undertake fixed point monitoring in particular glades at High Elms to promote the woodland cycle to the public.

30a Ongoing; assess impact as part of management plans, including monitoring of effect of increasing deer population.

30b Provide information through Bromley Knowledge. 

31a Ongoing once methodology established (Link with Ancient Trees SAP).

32a Analyse maps and knowledge of local land uses (Phase I) to assess key areas by 2009. 

32a  Trarget woodlands for survey work as appropriate; at least 5 by 2009 (address through Brid Action Group).

32b Promote through RSPB group and Friends of Groups; ongoing.

 32c Identify those who contribute to the Common Bird Census Monitoring Scheme or undertake bird tagging in the area; encourage sharing of results. 


	Woodland Awareness

	34 Encourage community involvement and a greater understanding and enjoyment of trees, woodland and associated species and traditional skills Encourage public access to woodland in areas where this is appropriate, ensuring minimum damage. 
35 Ensure that private landowners or woodland visitors are aware of the use of local or sustainable timber products on site.
36 Encourage the better use of woodlands for formal and informal education.
37 Promote efforts for increasing understanding and involvement with woodlands amongst youth groups. 
	34a Ongoing via walks, talks, events and volunteer programmes.

34b Maintain Borough Tree Warden Scheme

34c Host Wood Working Courses and promote craft days.

34d Contribute to ‘A Walk in the Woods’ Campaign.

34e 34a Ongoing; promote accessible woodlands locally via Bromley Knowledge by 2009 including  recognition of health and quality of life benefits of woodland.

34f  Promote woodlands and engagement through press releases and articles in appropriate publications; at least 3 by 2009.

35a Inform landowners and invite them to see their timber in action

35b Publicise on site as appropriate. 
36a Promote woodland and encourage visits by schools and youth groups (through SUN Project and Urban Habitats HAP).

37a Implement as part of the SUN Project; continue efforts thereafter. 
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Responsible bodies

Woodland owners, London Borough of Bromley, Forestry Authority, English Nature, Kent Wildlife Trust, London Wildlife Trust, GLA, Orpington Field Club, National Trust, Corporation of London, the Woodland Trust, London Biodiversity Partnership, Trees for Cities.

7
Complementary Plans

Habitat action plans have been prepared for Wet Woodland, Lowland Beech and Yew Woodland, and Lowland Wood Pasture and Parkland under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan; all are priority habitats.  Broad habitat statements also prepared for Broad-leaved, Mixed and Yew Woodland, Planted Coniferous Woodland, Lowland Wood Pasture and Parkland.    The London Biodiversity Action Plan includes HAP for Woodland. 

Other related BBAP action plans include: stag beetles, song thrush, bats, ancient trees, butterflies, common dormouse.


